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Making music accessible to all 
Core Music Community Interest Company is a company limited by guarantee, 

incorporated in England and Wales under registration number 06273840 since 

2008.  

The company trades as Core Music and runs a busy town centre music retail 

outlet in Hexham, Northumberland, also offering tuition, workshops, clubs, 

sessions and assistance with event organising.  

As a Community Interest Company, in its Memorandum & Articles of Association 

it declares its objects as: 

To carry on activities which benefit the community and in particular (without 

limitation) to provide services, facilities, advice, information and support for 

people who are interested in participating in music activities regardless of their 

personal circumstances and ability. 

The Company will specifically encourage and enable young and older people, 

families, people with disabilities, people with poor mental health, people on 

low incomes and people who are socially excluded to get involved in a variety 

of supported musical activities according to individual need and aspiration. 

The Company will provide space for people to participate in music activities, 

including community groups and organisations. 

Founder and manager 

Mike Coleman 

 

Directors 

Andy Hall (Chairman) 

Andrea Barnes  

Owain Bennett 

Mike Coleman (Company secretary) 

Deborah Copland 

Steve McArdle 

Registered office 

14B Gilesgate, Hexham, Northumberland, NE46 3NJ 

Accountants 

Seahouses Accountancy Service 

Seahouses Hub, Stone Close, Seahouses, Northumberland, 

NE68 7YL 
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Highlights from 2019/20 
As with all things in 2020, our activities were significantly impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic and necessary government restrictions.  

Despite this, we still achieved a great deal. 

 

 We provided music 

instruments, equipment, 

accessories, books and 

sheet music in 6,500 

sales during the year 

5,700 individual tuition 

sessions were delivered in 

our facilities by our network 

of skilled independent music 

tutors 

12 music clubs 
offered a range of 

activities using 

facilities at our centre 

in Hexham 

We provided a whole range of free music 
workshops and events in festivals supported by 

the Northumberland Cultural Fund 
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Music making at competitive prices 
During the year, we gave local people 

access to music instruments, equipment, 

accessories, books and sheet music at 

highly competitive prices.   

 

We were forced to close the shop during much 

of the second quarter of 2020, when there was 

a national lockdown.  However, some 6,500 

individual sales still came through our music 

shop this year.  

Part of this offer was our continued 

promotion of the Arts Council’s Take it Away 

Scheme, through which participants can 

purchase quality musical instruments with a 

10-month interest-free finance scheme.  

 

Learning to play 

Our centre offers facilities for music 

tutors to give one-to-one lessons.   

 

Although Covid-19 restrictions in the 

spring and summer of 2020 meant that 

these opportunities were reduced from 

last year, around 5,700 individual 

tuition sessions were still delivered this 

year by our network of 18 independent 

music tutors. 

From March 2020, much of this 

teaching moved out of the facilities at our centre and was partially 

continued online. 
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Fantastic events 
Between September 2019 and February 2020, we organised a 

Winter festival of free events, supported by the Northumberland 

Cultural Fund which was sponsored by Northumberland County 

Council.  This included:  

2 percussions sessions for the Hexham Youth Initiative, which were 

attended by 25 young people 

Hexjam Street Band, with15 people 

A Junior Bluegrass workshop, which was attended by 8 young 

people 

A Pop-Up Choir attracting 35 people of all ages 

Music Technology workshop, with 15 people 

A Songwriting project – involving the Number 28 neighbourhood 

housing project – which was designed for women only. 5 people 

attended.  

The festival culminated in a whole day of performances at the end of 

February around Hexham using various venues including Hexham 

Abbey, the Forum Cinema, the Queen’s Hall Arts Centre and the 

bandstand in Hexham Park. These performances also included a 

specially commissioned song called “Farewell to Winter” and a Sound 

Installation called “Imbolc”. 

We were also involved with assisting three local 

music festivals during the year by providing live 

sound support and equipment, advice on 

performers, information and retail stalls – at 

Redefest, Bellingham All Acoustic Festival and the 

Hexham Under the Sun Festival, held in late 

August 2020 as lockdown was eased. 

 

During the year we also organised several small 

performance events and workshops which were 

attended by 120 people, including: 

3 Jazz concerts featuring top class musicians 

from the UK and Europe 

Several folk concerts 

Recording and music technology workshops 

A series of Lunchtime Talks, featuring speakers 

from our regular clubs. 
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Club space 
12 music clubs, with 140 regular members, made use of rehearsal and practice space in our centre in Hexham: 

Hexham Village Band 

Jazz Jam 

Adult Ukulelele 

Young People's Ukulele 

Slow and Steady Folk 

Club Mando (mandolin club) 

Tyne Valley Junior Jazz Ensemble 

Tyne Valley Youth Big band 

Hexham Blue Grass  

Beginners Ukulele Class – now called Family 

Ukes including parents (5 to 7s) 

Adult Beginners Ukulele Class 

Hexham Hamlet Band (feeder group for Hexham Village Band) 

 

One new group started up – playing the Appalachian Mountain Dulcimer – with 6 

members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cost of attending the self-managed clubs 

remained around £3 per person per session.  
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Great support 
Our stakeholders are the many users of our services, as well 

as our small staff team and our community of volunteers. 

During the year, we have continued to develop ways of 

consulting with all our stakeholders using social media (Twitter 

and Facebook), through our regular emailed newsletters and 

through our website.  We have over 1,200 followers on Twitter 

and 1,350 followers on Facebook.  

We have continued to update and develop our website and have 

featured a number of short videos showcasing some of our work 

and products. 

In the first half of the year, before the pandemic stopped them, 

we held various social events including a Quiz Night, a Christmas 

Meal for staff, volunteers and supporters, and regular ceilidhs 

with the Hexham Village Band where, as well as celebrating our 

achievements, we also gathered useful feedback about our 

services and activities. 

In October 2019, we celebrated our 11th year with a very special 

in-house Music Night. This featured performances and informal 

sessions by many of our home-grown performers and around 150 

people attended. 

We are particularly grateful to the many people who volunteer their time to 

help us and to those who very generously make regular donations to support 

us; as well as those who’ve made substantial gifts to secure our future during 

this particularly difficult year. 

We are also very grateful to the following organisations whose grants and 

awards have helped us survive during these unprecedented challenges: 

Northumberland County Council – whose Emergency Business Support 

awards have helped sustain us while our shop and room hire income has 

been lost due to enforced closure; as did the national government support 

from HMRC through the Coronavirus Job Support Scheme. 

Hexham Town Council – whose regular backing and help has again helped us 

in surviving this difficult year. 

Northumberland Cultural Fund, sponsored by Northumberland County 

Council – who funded our Farewell to Winter festival  

Support from Councillor Cath Homer through the Northumberland County 

Council Local Improvement Scheme for creating new music teaching spaces on 

our upper floor. 

Newbrough Parish Council – who gave us a donation towards our operating 

costs. 


